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Dear Almont Community Schools Families and Students, 
 
We have had some requests from parents asking for a more detailed and specific description of when 
they should keep a child home from school.  This screening guideline is from the Lapeer County Health 
Department: 
 

Student Screening 
Before leaving for school, please make sure to go through the following screening with your child. If your 

child has any of the following symptoms, it may indicate a possible illness that may decrease the student’s 

ability to learn and put them at risk for spreading illness to others.  

Symptoms 

☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth 

☐ Sore throat 

☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic 

cough, a change in their cough from baseline) 

☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain 

☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 

 

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school and consult 

with your healthcare provider as needed. 

 

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with 

confirmed COVID-19: OR 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person under 

quarantine for possible exposure to SARS-CoV-2; OR 

☐ Traveled to or lived in an area where the local, Tribal, territorial, or state health department is 

reporting large numbers of COVID-19 cases 

☐ Live in areas of high community transmission while the school remains open 

 
If the answer is YES to any symptom question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question, 

call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call 

your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to a local urgent care 

that is testing, or www.mi.gov/coronavirustest, or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) 

tested for COVID-19 

On the following page is a decision tree to assist parents with determining when it is appropriate 

to send a student back to school after they exhibit a symptom or symptoms. 

http://www.mi.gov/coronavirustest
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These tools, the screening list and the decision tree, are meant to assist a parent in making 

decisions in regards to a student’s attendance.  They are not meant to replace the 

recommendations of a student’s pediatrician.  You may also visit: Managing Communicable 

Diseases in Schools. 

Because of the more stringent requirements for students to attend school, attendance policies 

have been revised for the coming school year.  We want our parents to err on the side of caution 

when it comes to daily screenings.  Please make sure you follow your student’s school’s policies in 

regard to reporting daily absences. 

If you have specific questions or concerns which I can address, please do not hesitate to call me, or to 
email me at bkalmar@almontschools.org . 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
William Kalmar, PhD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Final_Managing_Communicable_Diseases_in_Schools_7.2020_699432_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Final_Managing_Communicable_Diseases_in_Schools_7.2020_699432_7.pdf
mailto:bkalmar@almontschools.org
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